XXVII.

THE BATTLE OF CANN-2E.   JUKE, 216 B. C.

HANNIBAL had sent his Numidians across the river to attack the smaller camp.
Varro next day crossed to protect it, and Hannibal also crossed and offered
battle. The Romans faced southerly, the Carthaginians northerly. Varro had
sixty-six thousand foot and seven thousand two hundred horse in line to Han-
nibars thirty-two thousand foot and ten thousand horse. Hannibal backed
on the river to prevent his flanks from being overlapped. Varro crowded his
maniples together so as to strengthen his line and be more certain to crush his
opponent; but he was really losing his mobility and giving his men a feeling of
uncertainty in this new formation. Hannihal put his Spaniards and Gauls in the
centre, and his Africans on the flanks of this infantry ; eight thousand horse on
the left and two thousand Numidians on the right. He advanced his centre in
a salient, so as to take the first shock of the Roman onset, purposing to with-
draw it gradually, and then if the Romans followed it to have his Africans
wheel in upon their flanks. So it happened. The Carthaginian horse defeated
the Roman and allied horse and drove it from the field, pursued by the JNu-
midians. The Roman foot broke in the central salient of Hannibal, but when
they followed it up, crowding in their eagerness out of all formation, the Afri-
cans wheeled in on their flanks, and the cavalry rode down on their rear. The
entire Roman army was destroyed; Hannibal lost but six thousand men. The
defeat was due to Varro's blundering tactics and Hannibal's superb manoeu-
vring. There is no victory in history which was more fairly won.

THERE lias been much, discussion as to which bank of the
Aufidus the battle of Cannae was fought on. There has been
still more discussion as to just how the armies faced, whether
at right angles to the river, or parallel to it. An intimate
knowledge of the field makes both matters plain. Polybius
clearly states that Varro crossed the river from the main camp,
that is, to the north bank, and, reinforcing Ids legions from the
little camp, drew up in line in such a way as to face south.
This statement is fully confirmed by Llvy, who evidently       .       .       .       .       .662
